
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,
What a year this has been. In addition to various challenges of life, 

COVID-19 has brought loss, sorrow, fi nancial diffi  culty and many adap-
tations which have impeded our usual daily life. Yet this report refl ects the 
vitality of the Church in the Archdiocese of Mobile during this past year. 
Knowing that God is with us in all things and never leaves us orphaned (Jn 
14:18), together we have continued to teach, celebrate, and live God’s gift 
of faith. Thank you to everyone in our Archdiocese for working together to 
continue this life of faith.

I wish to thank my brother priests. 
During these past 12 trying months, 
even despite the 6-week pause of 
public Masses, our priests kept alive the 
ministry of the Church. Our churches 
remained open for prayer. Masses were 
celebrated, often live-streamed. The 
Eucharist was distributed to the sick. 
Eucharist was distributed in front of 
churches. Confessions were heard. The 
sick were anointed. The dead were bur-
ied. Baptisms, confi rmations, weddings, 
and even the ordination of three new 
priests were celebrated. The poor were 
assisted in our parishes and the faith 
was taught. In short, we continued to be the Church. 

Thanks also to the religious and laity who serve the poor, elderly and sick. 
Catholic Social Services never closed. In the midst of the struggles brought 
about by the pandemic, hurricanes, and other struggles, our Service Centers 
were open providing emergency help, counseling, food and clothing.

Our Catholic schools immediately provided distance learning last March, 
and then have been open with in-person and distance learning throughout 
this school year beginning on August 12, 2020. Our students have contin-
ued their education and Catholic formation despite the pandemic.

You, the people of the Archdiocese of Mobile, have been exemplary in 
your love for the Church faith. Thank you for your powerful witness of the 
faith. Your support of the historic Generations of Faith Campaign has been 
nothing less than extraordinary. To my knowledge, every diocese in our 
country which was conducting a diocesan campaign halted their campaign 
during the pandemic. The Archdiocese of Mobile was the lone exception. 
Despite all the challenges of conducting a campaign in 2020, your generos-
ity to this historic Campaign resulted in pledges totaling more than 123% 
of goal! You showed your love for the Church, our priests, and our future 
priests in a very tangible fashion. 

At the same time, you are making the 90th Anniversary Catholic Char-
ities Appeal a success. It now stands near 100% of goal. Your concern for 
neighbor is making this most-important Appeal a success so that we as the 
Family of God can continue to help those in need in our Archdiocese.

Now we go forward. St. Ignatius Parish has dedicated their new parish 
church. The new archdiocesan retreat house for young people, Holy Spirit 
Hall, will soon be dedicated at Camp Cullen. The ordination of a new priest 
is scheduled for June 5.

I recall the late Cardinal George of Chicago once advising a new religion 
reporter for the newspaper that, in writing about the Catholic Church, not to 
use the word “unprecedented.” Cardinal George was so correct. The Cath-
olic Church has been through it all before. Has this past year of pandemic 
been diffi  cult? It sure has, but the Church has been through other times of 
pestilence and things even worse. The Church not only continues, it thrives. 
With the help of God, we will get through the challenges of our own times. 
May God bless our Archdiocese of Mobile and may the Holy Spirit continue 
to guide, protect and bless us all.

Sincerely in the Lord,

  Most Reverend Thomas J. Rodi
  Archbishop of Mobile
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2020 HIGHLIGHTS

2019QUICK STATS
Catholic Population ............................................................................87,912 .................... 86,697
Students in Catholic Schools ...............................................................6,888 ......................6,344
Students in Religious Education classes ............................................. 4,062  ......................3,419
Priests resident in the archdiocese ......................................................... 120 ......................... 115
Seminarians ............................................................................................. 21 ........................... 21

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms ...........................................................................................1,010 ...................... 1,012
Adult Baptisms .....................................................................................89 ......................... 118
Received into Full Communion ......................................................... 237 ......................... 211
First Eucharist ..................................................................................1,184 ...................... 1,122
Confi rmations ....................................................................................894 ......................... 935
Marriages ...........................................................................................289 ......................... 279
Funerals .............................................................................................. 565 .........................688

Background checks for Child Protection Program ..............................1,170  ........................ 547
Total number of background checks since 2002 ..............................  27,492 .................... 28,039

•  About 600 pilgrims from the Archdiocese 
of Mobile attended the annual March for 
Life in Washington, D.C. Students from 
archdiocesan schools were also among those 
who participated in the March for Life in 
downtown Mobile.

•  The Catholic Charities Appeal surpassed its 
goal of $4.5 million to continue funding more 
than 30 charitable ministries throughout the 
Archdiocese of Mobile.

•  Montgomery Catholic Preparatory School’s 
new performing arts center was blessed and 
dedicated.

•  Groundbreaking was held for Holy Spirit 
Hall retreat center on the original Camp 
Cullen property in Battles Wharf.

•  Fr. Patrick Driscoll, pastor of St. Dominic 
Parish in Mobile, was the featured speaker 
at the Archdiocese of Mobile’s “Called to 
Lead” men’s conference.

•  The annual Archdiocesan Catholic Youth 
Conference was held in Orange Beach on the 
weekend of Feb. 14-16 with about 350 high 
school age Catholic youth in attendance.

•  Several parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Mobile began off ering livestreamed Masses 
to serve those unable to physically attend 
Mass because of COVID-19.

•  Catholic Social Services offi  ces throughout 
the Archdiocese of Mobile remained open 
during the pandemic to help those in need.

•  Groundbreaking was held for St. Michael 
Catholic High School’s new fi eldhouse.

•  A ceremony at the Cathedral-Basilica of 
the Immaculate Conception coincided with 
other ceremonies throughout the country as 
Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi joined other U.S. 
bishops in reconsecrating the country to Mary.

•  Frs. Gabriel Mills, Connor Plessala and 

Peyton Plessala were ordained to the 
priesthood and Deacon Alexander Crow was 
ordained a transitional deacon.

•  The Generations of Faith – Endowing Our 
Future with Hope campaign continued 
throughout the archdiocese in an eff ort to 
support seminarian formation, priest retirement 
and youth ministry at the parish level.

•  The annual Seminarian Summer Gala to 
raise money for seminarian education was an 
online event hosted by Archbishop Rodi and 
Vocations Director Fr. Victor Ingalls.

• Archdiocese of Mobile Catholic Schools opened 
the 2021-2022 school year in the classrooms 
as scheduled on Aug. 12, overcoming the 
challenges of the pandemic.

•  Nineteen permanent diaconate candidates 
were installed into the ministry of lector.

•  Women took part in the Archdiocese of 
Mobile’s “Called to Love” conference, either 
in-person at McGill-Toolen Catholic High 
School or online.

•  St. Joan of Arc Parish in Mobile celebrated 
its 100th anniversary.

•  Brenda Withers Hicks, administrator of 
the Father Purcell Memorial Exceptional 
Children’s Center in Montgomery was named 
a fi nalist for Catholic Extension’s Lumen 
Christi award.

•  Archbishop Rodi declared liturgical year 
2021 “The Year of the Eucharist and the 
Parish” in the archdiocese.

•  Archbishop Rodi awarded the annual Christ 
the King Medal to nominated volunteers 
from parishes throughout the archdiocese at 
the annual Feast of Christ the King Mass. 

•  The Montgomery Catholic football team 
reached the state championship game for the 
fi rst time in school history.

2020
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Offi  ce for Development
Executive Director

Shannon Roh
Development & Stewardship

• The historic Generations of Faith Endowing our Future with 
Hope archdiocesan endowment campaign exceeded its $30 mil-
lion goal in pledges.

• Three Charitable Trusts were established and funded with dis-
tributions from Generations of Faith campaign gifts: Charitable 
Trust for Sick and Retired Priests, Charitable Trust for Seminari-
an Formation and Charitable Trust for Youth Ministry.

• 4,178 Burse Club gifts totaled $337,413.
• The third annual Seminarian Summer Gala, despite being virtual, 

raised $67,552 for seminarian formation.
• 286 individuals donated $92,418 through #iGiveCatholic on 

#GivingTuesday to our parishes, schools and ministries. 
2020 Catholic Charities Appeal

• The 2020 Appeal received 8,265 pledges totaling $5,037,295, 
with $4,853,526 collected, exceeding the $4.5 million goal. 

• 33 percent of Catholic Charities donations fund Social Service 
Ministries: Social Service Centers providing adoption services, 
aid to the poor, emergency assistance, family counseling, legal 
immigration assistance, Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy, City of 
St. Jude, Edmundite Missions and Saint John XXIII Center.

• 27 percent funds Catholic Education and Youth Ministry Pro-
grams: Campus Ministry, FOCUS, Youth Ministry, Evange-
lization & Family Life, Tuition Assistance, Offi  ce of Catholic 
Schools and Religious Education.

• 12 percent funds Outreach Ministries: Archangel Radio, Hispanic 
Ministry, Maritime Ministry, Mass for the Homebound, Prison 
Ministry, St. Mary’s Home, and the Metropolitan Tribunal.

• 7 percent funds Ministries with the Aging & Disabled: Deaf 
Ministry, Disabled Apostolate, Hospital Ministry, Little Sisters of 
the Poor, St Teresa of Calcutta Program.

• 7 percent funds Crisis Pregnancy Resources: 2B, COPE, Mary’s 
Haven, To Be and Wiregrass Emergency Pregnancy Services.

• 2 percent funds Mission Parish Assistance, 6 percent funds Emer-
gency Funding, only 6 percent used for administration.

ARCHDIOCESE OF MOBILE DIRECTORS' SUMMARIES

Catholic Social Services
Executive Director 

Marilyn King

Offi  ce for the Protection 
of Minors and Adults
Director Ginger Koppersmith

Chancellor
Deacon

Ronnie Hathorne
• Nineteen candidates were called to their second year of candi-

dacy in the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program during 
an August 15 Mass at the Cathedral-Basilica of the Immacu-
late Conception, Mobile.  Current permanent deacons renewed 
their ordination promises at the same Mass.

• The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) an-
nual convention and the annual National Black Catholic His-
tory Mass were both postponed due the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Both events plan to return.

• The Knights of Columbus and the Knights of Peter Claver, 
despite the pandemic, continued to be involved in various 
charitable and religious works throughout 2020.   

• The Apostolate of the Sea, the Catholic Maritime Ministry of Mo-
bile, visited more than 400 ships, transported 200 seafarers and 
celebrated 12 onboard Masses. Its Christmas program distributed 
more than 500 gift bags and provided free internet access to 75 
vessels while in port.  A new van purchased for the ministry was 
used to provide transportation and other assistance to seafarers.

• Deacon Ronnie Hathorne and Fr. Victor Ingalls participated 
with other Mobile area clergy on July 28 in an ecumenical 
evening of prayer for racial reconciliation sponsored by The 
Pledge Group.

• The Offi  ce for the Protection of Minors and Adults launched a 
new webpage at mobarch.org/childprotection with a direct link 
to online training options.

• A policy for Sexual Misconduct with Adults was written and 
approved.

• A training video specifi c to clergy was added to the online 
video retraining suite.

• The Field Trip policy was updated and renamed the Youth 
Travel/Activities Policy.

• Both the English and Spanish versions of the Child Protection 
Policy were amended to refl ect recent changes.

• Due to COVID-19, the annual October Safe Environments 
training for youth in the Archdiocese was moved to March 
2021. About 8,000 children and adolescents were expected to 
be trained.

Here are a few of OPMA’s 2020 activities by the numbers:
223 live trainings throughout the Archdiocese.
8,234 trained clergy, employees and volunteers are in 

OPMA’s data system.
547 background checks were processed for clergy, employees 

and volunteers.
3,238 clergy, employees and volunteers completed their 

annual retraining.              

OPMA is dedicated to the protection of all the people in the 
archdiocese and to all who serve the mission of the Catholic 
Church within its ministries.  

OPMA appreciates everyone’s commitment to the prevention 
of abuse and the willingness of all to submit to background 
checks and trainings. 

It is this commitment that will provide a safe environment for 
those participating in Archdiocesan activities and ministries.  

Providing Help …Creating Hope
• Catholic Social Services offi  ces in Baldwin, Clarke, Houston, 

Mobile and Montgomery counties provided services to more 
than 30,000 unduplicated clients in 2020, with many seen 
multiple times. 

• All offi  ces remained fully staff ed on-site during the pandemic, 
providing assistance to thousands in need of assistance due 
to employer closings, reduced work hours, loss of child care, 
and children having to do virtual school at home. More than 
$160,000 in grant funding alone was obtained by CSS min-
istries to provide relief to those aff ected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• CSS’s nonmedical senior service ministries, St. Margaret in 
Montgomery and St. Teresa of Calcutta in Mobile, provided 
case work, transportation and food to 341 seniors, making 
1,870 home visits. 

• Hurricane Sally relief in Baldwin County, coordinated by the 
Robertsdale offi  ce, served more than 1,600 persons aff ected 
by the storm. Generous car and truckloads of hygiene and 
cleaning supplies, food, prepared meals and money were 
donated. 

• 650 pregnant and parenting clients were provided pregnancy 
testing, counseling and parenting education services by To Be 
Choices for Women in Mobile and To Be Options for Women 
in Robertsdale. Immediately following Hurricane Sally, To Be 
Options provided emergency baby supplies to 147 clients.

• Legal Immigration services were off ered on a sliding payment 
scale to 144 individuals. 

• Clinical Counseling services were provided to 458 persons 
totaling 2,322 counseling sessions. In addition to offi  ce ses-
sions, telephone and in-home sessions were off ered because 
of the pandemic. 

• CSS Dothan staff  provided food, paper products and toiletries 
in outreach eff orts to 200 Hispanic families in need living in 
Barbour, Coff ee, Dale and Geneva counties.

Catholic Education
Executive Director 
Gwendolyn Byrd

PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi 
installs permanent diaconate candidate Matthew Jakubowski into the 
ministry of lector on Aug. 15.

Catholic Social Services in Mobile distributed milk, groceries and house-
hold goods to those in need on June 2. 

Members of the Montgomery Catholic Preparatory School band perform 
at the dedication of the school's new performing arts building on Feb. 10.

Catholic Social Services helped those aff ected by Hurricane Sally.

Generations of Faith charitable trusts were established in October.

Due to COVID-19, Archbishop Rodi celebrated daily livestreamed Mass-
es with concelebrants Msgr. William Skoneki and Fr. Victor Ingalls.

Young people from the Archdiocese of Mobile took part in the March for 
Life on Jan. 24 in Washington, D.C.

Offi  ce of Catholic Schools 
• Montgomery Catholic Preparatory School dedicated its new 

performing arts building.
• St. Michael Catholic High School broke ground on the Rusty 

Cowles Field House.
• Schools pivoted to distance learning in March to successfully 

complete the year.
• School task forces created plans to safely reopen in August 

and remain open.
• Welcomed new President Justin Castanza, Montgomery Catho-

lic Preparatory School, and new Principals Lisa McDuff , Christ 
the King, and Eileen Aaron, MCPS Middle and High Schools.

Offi  ce for Evangelization and Family Life 
• Partnered with "The Catholic Week" to livestream Mass from 

the Archbishop’s Chapel during the pandemic lockdown.
• Taught all catechesis for certifi cation via Zoom during a three-

week period in July.
• Hosted the archdiocesan Women’s Conference for more than 

100 participants with in-person and virtual options.
• Taught monthly catechetical classes for the wives of the dea-

con aspirants.
Offi  ce of Hispanic Ministry 

• San Juan Diego Formation School reached the Hispanic popu-
lation imparting new courses thanks to its online format.

• Camino del Matrimonio two-day marriage preparation retreat 
was held in February at the Visitation Monastery. 

• Multiple informational meetings were held throughout the Arch-
diocese in Spanish with men discerning a call to the diaconate.

Offi  ce of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
• Groundbreaking and construction of Holy Spirit Hall, new 

retreat center for young people.
• Hundreds participated in March for Life pilgrimage and 

ACYC before the COVID-19 pandemic.
• ACYC JR. and Search Retreat held in fall under new health 

and safety protocols.
• Ministry with young people pivoted to virtual and socially 

distanced formats.
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     General Fund 
Twelve Months ended June 30, 2020 and 2019

                2020 2019
Revenues:
Cathedraticum  $3,129,050   $2,967,482 
Seminarian Collection/Burse/SOS 683,062 668,313
Contributions and Grants 23,111 19,338
Investment Income 11,239 16,748
Fixed Assets Income 122,671 130,608
Total Revenues $3,969,133 $3,802,489

Expenditures:
Archbishop’s Offi  ce & Residence  $207,325  $201,751 
Chancery & Cathedral Rectory 284,832   305,553 
Fiscal Management Offi  ce, 
Payroll & Web Technology  658,614   529,543 
Development/Stewardship  64,272   63,307 
Legal  162,844   203,101 
Archives 65,058   65,688 
Seminarian Education  947,641   775,068 
The Catholic Week  270,201   254,271 
Metropolitan Tribunal  188,919   236,273 
Catholic Schools Offi  ce  116,301   85,986 
Catholic Cemeteries 110,622   174,186 
Fixed Assets  246,619   215,360 
Charitable Contributions  193,848   336,796 
Canon 1271/USCCB Assessment  69,348   66,672 
Bad Debt Expense  10,625  -   
Other  63,799   75,254 
Total Expenditures $3,660,868   $3,588,809 
Net Revenues Over Expenditures $308,265   $213,680

General Fund 
Financial Report

Executive Director for Financial Services
Michele Manry

 These are the fi nancial results for the General Fund of the 
Archdiocese of Mobile for the years ended June 30, 2020 and June 
30, 2019. 

 The General Fund includes most of the offi  ces that provide 
administrative and other support services to Catholic parishes, 
schools, and ministries of the Archdiocese of Mobile. These results 
do not include Catholic Charities, Sick & Retired Priest Fund, Health 
Insurance Fund, Property & Liability Insurance Fund or the Catholic 
Foundation. 

 Funding for the General Fund is mainly provided by cathedraticum 
(10% of parish collections and other parish income), contributions in 
support of seminarian education, and rental income on Archdiocesan 
owned property. Expenditures are stated in net amounts with the 
exception of Seminarian Education and Fixed Assets. 

 Revenues exceeded expenditures by approximately $300,000 in 
2020, an increase from the previous year of $200,000. Cathedraticum 
increased by 4% as parishes increased their Sunday collections. 
Support for seminarian education increased 2%. Budget and cost 
controls continue to be eff ective in our archdiocesan offi  ces.  The 
increase in Fiscal Management Offi  ce expenditures was due to 
the mismanagement of payroll withholdings and the subsequent 
bankruptcy of the Archdiocese’s former payroll processor. The 
Archdiocese had to pay $120,000 in payroll taxes to the IRS that 
had previously been paid to our former payroll processor. The cost 
for Seminarian Education also increased over $170,000 due to an 
increased number of seminarians.   

 Please feel free to contact Ms. Michele C. Manry, Executive Director 
for Financial Services, if you have any questions about this report. 

Catholic Charities Appeal 
Twelve Months ended June 30, 2020 and 2019

These are the fi nancial results for the Catholic Charities Appeal 
of the Archdiocese of Mobile for the years ended June 30, 2020 and 
June 30, 2019. The Catholic Charities Appeal supports more than 30 
Catholic ministries throughout southern and central Alabama.

 Total revenues for the Catholic Charities Appeal remained stable 
for the 2020 year as compared to 2019 at $5.5 million. Budgeted 
allocations also refl ect little change as the Appeal goal has remained 
unchanged for several years. There is a history of giving to the Appeal 
beyond pledges which allows for revenues not budgeted to be used for 
additional parish/school/ministry support. In addition, good fi nancial 
planning in years past allowed funds to be set aside in the Catholic 
Foundation that produces steady income on an annual basis to be 
used for additional assistance throughout the Archdiocese. While the 
budgeted amount for Mission Parish Assistance declined in 2020 due 
to a particular parish no longer in need of support, Other Parish/School/
Ministry Support increased $377,000. This represents funds used to 
assist fi nancially struggling mission parishes, schools and ministries to 
pay outstanding debts or to provide a fi nancial subsidy to allow time for 
the parish/school/ministry’s fi nances hopefully to improve.

 Please feel free to contact Ms. Michele C. Manry, Executive 
Director for Financial Services, if you have any questions about this 
report.

STATEMENTS OF REVENUES 
AND EXPENDITURES

Catholic Charities Appeal 
Financial Report

Executive Director for Financial Services
Michele Manry

        2020 2019
Revenues:
Contributions $4,984,851 $5,064,782
Transfers from Catholic Foundation 571,371 501,762      
Total Revenues $5,556,222   $5,566,544 

Expenditures:
Budgeted Allocations:
  Aging & Disabled Ministries     $297,820 $297,095 
  Catholic Education & Youth Ministry  1,256,900 1,260,000 
  Mission Parish Assistance 92,200 202,000 
  Outreach Ministries 541,000 563,000 
  Crisis Pregnancy Resources 294,925 269,925 
  Social Services 1,522,169 1,518,741 
  Emergency Fund 300,000 300,000 
  Administrative Costs of the Appeal 295,000 295,000 
  Unused Allocations (193,452) (215,434) 
Capital Projects 107,209 337,000 
Other Parish/School/Ministry Support 1,449,134 1,071,576 
Unpaid Pledges 196,397  231,881  
Total Expenditures  $6,159,302 $6,130,784  

Net Revenues Over Expenditures           $(603,080) $(564,240)     
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